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Introduction:

Inspired by the 2020 Black Lives Matter
vigils and marches that began in Peninsula
Park honoring George Floyd, the Friends of
Peninsula Park Rose Garden reached out to
Portland State University’s History Depart-
ment hoping that our students could help tell a
richer history of how the park has been a home
to so many communities over the twentieth
century. This zine 1s our attempt to tell the

park’s story.

Professor Catherine McNeur
Tanaka Axberg
Ana Bane
Felix Bracy
Andi Johnson
Brayton Price
Vicky White

Images Courtesy of:

City of Portland (OR) Archives,
Oregon Historical Society,
and Street Roots
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Crime-prevention day ™ s ;o s v
10 feature fun, games’ & Rt bvefont of

GHBORHOOD
JN’S CRIME-PREVENTION
EATURING MCGRUFF THE
DOG (CENTER).
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Bozens answer
Angels’ call to hel

y GuarblaN ANGIELS
QT PENINSUILaG PaRIK

In 1982, New York's “Guardian Angels," a volunteerﬂnd’s Cate

street organization started by Curtis Sliwa,  for budding companies
became popular in Portland. Peninsula Park \
| fitness group “Crisp” headed by Penny Kelly and
Roy Pittman even trained the “Rose City's Angels.”
. Sliwa even noted that the program was more
L successful in Portland than in his home CIty of |
New York.

I\ Tanche Roce

ROY PITTMAN
HAS A LOT
OF FRIENDS

AT PENINSULA

PARK

e Roy P|ttmon S pOS|t|ve impaoct on i

the Peninsula Park community

Peninsula Park in 1970. In an
interview with The Oregonian,
Pittman described one purpose
of wrestling as a way to get kids
off the streets, and said that he
treats his WrestLers as if they were 4
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LEADER — Eddie Ray Crain, now
20, emerged as leader of Portland

youth gang in 1979. Photo is from
1980 Adams High School yearbook.
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They saw themselves as “self-pro-
tection” associations for the unem-
ployed, the undereducated and the de-
linquent — some of the poorest of the
poor in North and Northeast Portland.

. In a community grown increasingly im-

poverished, deprived of services and dis-
trustful of police, they sought to impose
what they saw as a rough kind of order.

He also wanted to retaliate against

Crain said he formed the PO Crips'in

early 1981, after police had begun to [

stop Dragons wearing their distinctive |
jackets for questioning about crimes at-

tributed to purported gang members.

Above: An
interview with
Eddie Ray
Crainin The
Oregonian
from January
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PaRIK:PROTECTION
FORNIEPORTILQND

~ Peninsula Park’s reputation has long been
complicated, and many debate the existence of
gang activity there and generally in Portland.

e In the lote 1970s, as youth unemployment soared

and public disinvestment increased, Portland’s

the Portland Crips), established their home turf =3
in Peninsula Park. In an interview, the group’s

| leader, Eddie Ray Crain, explained that one of ther\*

¥
= P B
Qang's purposes was to protect marginalized | "

communities of NE Portland. In 1980, Portland
Police estimated loosely 100 members in the
e Dragons alone.




BLACK UNITED FRONC [y

hosted an MLK

NOW IS THE TIME Day celebration

in peninsula Park.

¢ Natona\ Black

Upied  Front, the Por¥iand BUF
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Ry e

Community comes together to share it victories,
realize its dreams and share the spirit of Black love.



Boycott Portland 1 982
Public Schools
3 Ron Herhdon leading  § 2 ) /
3150 prow{sw\r\i‘ ef?a "
%ho‘a ”@ﬂwo take our School
£rom these fools” 10
§ disrupt a Schoo! board

The Portland BUF’s boyeotts
in protest of the Portland school
board’s racist busing practices

were so effective, they were adopted
by the National BUF as the
“PORTLAND MODEL.”
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AFRICAN ARTS
AT PENINSULA
Peninsula Park hosted the

| ‘ t i eighth annual Homowo

¢ African Arts Cultural
Festival. The festival, held
every summer in Portland,
is named for a traditional
harvest celebration that
takes place in Ghana.

July 1997,
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African Arts are still being
celebrated at Peninsula Park
as recently as 2018 when the
Community Center offered a

Kakatonon African Dance

Workshop.

Since 2014 the survivors of the 1948 Vanport
flood, and their descendants, are honored by
Vanport Mosaic at their annual Peninsula Park
celebration. After the flood, the demographic
makeup of the Albina and Piedmont neighbor-
hoods underwent a massive shift as thousands of
recently displaced families sought out new places
to live.



