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Introduction:

Inspired by the 2020 Black Lives Matter 
vigils and marches that began in Peninsula 
Park honoring George Floyd, the Friends of 
Peninsula Park Rose Garden reached out to 
Portland State University’s History Depart-
ment hoping that our students could help tell a 
richer history of how the park has been a home 
to so many communities over the twentieth 
century. This zine is our attempt to tell the 

park’s story.
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 In August 1979, 
the Inner-Northeast Neighborhoods 
Against Crime program invited children 
and park-goers to “Crime-Prevention 
Community Field Day” in Peninsula Park, 
in which participants enjoyed activities 
such as bicycle-marking, puppet shows, a 
disco dance, and a variety of sports 
competitions.

1984. 

Piedmont Neighborhood 
Association’s Crime-Prevention 
Parade featuring McGruff the 
Crime Dog (center). 

Throughout the 1970’s and 80’s, Peninsula Park 
hosted a number of events aimed at youth 
crime-prevention as concerns over juvenile 
delinquency and crime came to the forefront of the 
nation’s mind. 

The Piedmont Neighborhood Association and 
residents lodged numerous complaints of rowdy 
behavior, alcohol consumption, and 
vandalism taking place at night in Portland city 
parks—Peninsula Park included. 
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The Portland BUF’s boycotts
in protest of the Portland school
board’s racist busing practices
were so effective, they were adopted 
by the National BUF as the 
“Portland model.” 



African Arts are still being 
celebrated at Peninsula Park 
as recently as 2018 when the 
Community Center offered a 

Kakatonon African Dance 
Workshop.

African Arts 
at Peninsula 

 
July 1997, 

Peninsula Park hosted the 
eighth annual Homowo 

African Arts Cultural 
Festival. The festival, held 
every summer in Portland, 

is named for a traditional 
harvest celebration that 

takes place in Ghana.  
Since 2014 the survivors of the 1948 Vanport 
flood, and their descendants, are honored  by 
Vanport Mosaic at their annual Peninsula Park 
celebration. After the flood, the demographic 
makeup of the Albina and Piedmont neighbor-
hoods underwent a massive shift as thousands of 
recently displaced families sought out new places 

to live. 


